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The magnificent silver bowl is held aloft by jubilant participants in winners circle ceremonies after Armbro Goal won the second heat of the 63rd Hambo

HAMBLETONIAN HIGHLIGHTED AT MEADOWLANDS
By JEAN EMERSON

What a weekend for Harness Racing!
Armbro Goal, fresh from his 1:54.4
triumph in last week’s Beacon Course
Trot, continued his high roll in the 63rd
edition of the Hambletonian by winning
the first heat in 1:54.3 and returning to
wrap it up in 1:55.1 at the Meadowlands
on Saturday, August 6th.
The son of Speedy Crown - Armbro
Flight cut the mile in both instances,
making him the latest million dollar
money earner with $1,010,494 on his
card. Purchased originally by James
Plate, Mike Coggiano and Paul Ryan for
$135,000, the colt was reportedly sold to

Swedish interests just previous to the wins. His preliminary, within a twenty
Hambo for $2.5 million.
four hour period, was the Friday night
Armbro Goal, by Speedy Crown the record-breaking win by Mack Lobell in
nation’s leading trotting sire and out of
1:56 in the $4.6 million Breeders Crown
Armbro Flight at great racing and
at Saratoga. Not a bad day’s work for
producing distaffer, also claims as the youthful Campbell.
grandam, Helicopter, the Hambo win
After the Hambo dust had settled the
ner for Harry Harvey in 1953. History 34,212 spectators were treated with a
does repeat!
just dessert as Jaguar Spur equalled his
Saturday should have been John own track record of 1;50.3 in the U.S.
Campbell Day, as he had teamed six Pacing Championship for Dick Stillings.
From the beginning of the celebrated
winners before the sun had set. His
crowning achievement however had to day, to the end, there was something for
be annexing two consecutive Hambo everyone. Morgan Horse fanciers saw a

pre-post race for $10,000. Pony pacers
went to half-mile for spectators after
the third race and Delvin Miller set a

new world record in a high-wheelec
sulky with Keystone Investor after the
sixth race.
The Country Fair Theme was
enhanced at trackside “ Paddock Park’
where kids with hotdogs left picnic
blankets to stand in line for the MerryGo-Round, the Whip and pony rides.
In retrospect, it is hard to believe
that so much could be packed into a day
at the races.

IMPORTANT DATES & UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

7 — Topsham Fair opener (Breeders Stakes racing Mon. & Tues. 2 y r .).
8 — Northern Maine Fair opener (Breeders Stakes racing Wed. & Thurs.)
9 — Billings Classic - Amateur Drivers Trot - The Meadows.
12 — Breeders Crown ’270,000 Older Mares Pace Meadowlands.
12 — Royal Stallion Stakes - second leg qualifier - Scarborough Downs.
12 — Rising Star Series - *7,000. Final - Scarborough Downs.
14 — Scarborough Downs Trot - second leg *2,750 - NW *25,000 - ’87.
14 — Mid-Summer Classic *7,000 Scarborough Downs Invitational.
14 — Skowhegan Fair opener - (Maine Stakes, Tues.-W ed.-Thurs.-Fri.).
15 — Final consignment date for Old Glory Fall Sale.
19 — Late Summer Classic - NW *7,500. First leg - *2,600. Scarborough Downs.
21 — Union Fair opener. (Breeders Stakes racing on Thurs. & Fri. - 3 yr)
21 — Scarborough Downs Trot *5,000. Final - NW *2,500 in ’87.
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Aug. 24 — Plymouth State Fair - Plymouth, N.H.
Aug. 26 — Late Summer Classic - NW *7,500. Second leg *2,600. Scarborougl
Aug. 27 — Garden State Summer Mixed Sale. The Meadowlands (two days).
Aug. 28 — The *30,000 Legislator Trot - Scarborough Downs.
Aug. 28 — The Young Meadow Farm Sale Hadley, Mass (noon).
Aug. 28 — The Royal Stallion District Final - Young Meadow Farm , Hadley, Mass
Aug. 28 — Windsor Fair opener ( Stakes races Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Fri.)
Sept. 1 — Hopkinton State Fair - Hopkinton, N.H .
Sept. 2 — Late Summer Classic - NW *7,500. Final *7,500. Scarborough Downs
Sept. 2 — Breeders Crown *310,000 for older pacers - Scioto Downs.
Sept. 3 — World Trotting Derby *550,000 for 3 yr. olds - Du Quoin, III.
Sept. 4 — The *60,000 President’s Pace Invitational Scarborough Downs.
Sept. 5 — Breeders Stakes racing - Tues.-Wed.-Thurs.-Fri. - Scarborough Downs
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Bangor Or Bust!

BY ROBIN CUFFEY
By invitation of the Downeast Har stuff.” Linda Akm n and Lin-Mar
ness Horseman, five members of our Buddy rode a dressage test, Karen
drill team headed north to demonstrate Bonnell put Contessa Teresa over some
the versatility of the Standardbred at jumps and 11 yr. old Giselle Noble, Don
Bangor Raceway, July 24.
Crest’s new owner trotted Donald out
Upon arrival the rainy skies didn’t
for all to see. Then four horses and
look too promising, but we decided if
they’re racing w e’re riding! We began riders, including Jane Littlefield on
by marshalling the races and even Meadowbranch Adam, Linda Akmon,
though they were under saddle some of Karen Bonnell and Robin Cuffey on Don
the horses felt like they wanted to go for Crest performed the musical drill ride.
Then back home to continue practic
their first 2:00 mile. Patti Baines or
Dancing Tar commented breathlessly ing for our performance in No. Conway
about the speed after one fast trip on Aug. 19th. Hope people will get to see
around.
us perform there or com e cheer us on
After the racing card was over we at our Annual Standardbred Show Aug.
headed for the infield to “ show our 21st at Hollis, Me.
The Maine Standardbred Pleasure Horse Organization drill team performed in
the finale at Bangor Raceway for the enjoyment of racing patrons.

Serving the Standardbred S port in New England

Dear Jean,
I would like to publicly thank the
Maine State Racing Commission for
taking the time to conduct drug
workshops this summer. These well
structured meetings have seen some
serious effort on the part of the com 
mission to understand better the use of
medications in the racing world.
It would be wonderful to have horses
that were sound, didn’t bleed, and never
became sour. Unfortunately, in the real
world, horses, like people, are im
perfect. Sometimes, they need a little
help.
On the other hand, horses, like
people, don’t need stimulants and
narcotics. Unfortunately, when you
don’t have some allowable medication
laws, that’ s what you end up with.
This is not a question of right and
wrong or good and bad. Horsemen that
race their horses on drugs are not all
bad guys - most are men with families
and homes and car payments. Most
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Change Of Address Form
Date:

iYour Nam e:

C ity :_________

(To assist those putting horses in the box to race at the various
Maine locations)
WINDSOR FAIR

Zip:

Windsor Fairgrounds
Windsor, Maine 04363
Racing Office (207) 549-7461/3157
COUNTY RACEWAY
Northern Maine Fairgrounds
P.O. Box 1803
,047®9
Gen' M®r' (207> 7644845
FARMINGTON FAIR
Farmington Fairgrounds
Farmington, Maine 04938
Racing Office (207) 778-9594/9595
LEWISTON RACEWAY
Lewiston Raceway
729 Main Street
Lewiston, Maine 04240
Main Office (207) 784-6457
Route One,’ Exit 6 - Main Turnpike
ISto*204
v
Clubhouse (207) tjm
784-6459
Scarborough, Maine 04074
SKOWHEGAN STATE FAIR
Main Office (207) 883-4331
Skowhegan Fairgrounds
Racing Office (207) 883-9521
Skowhegan,
Maine 04976
Clubhouse (207) 883-4331
Racing
Office
(207) 474 2898
TOPSHAM FAIR
UNION FAIR
Topsham Fairgrounds
Union Fairgrounds
Topsham, Maine 04086
Union, Maine 04862
Racing Office (207) 729-6094
Racing Office (207) 785-4240

BANGOR RACEWAY
State:
Bangor Parks & Recreation Dept.
j? i P l
iCity:______________________________
100 Dutton Street
Please check your mailing label for correct address and expiration of subscription
Bangor, Maine 04401
Please notify of a change immediately, second class mail is not forwarded.
Main Office (207) 942-9000
Return to: Jean Emerson, Editor, Boom Rd. Saco, Maine 04072.
Racing Office (207) 947-3313
CUMBERLAND FARMERS CLUB
Cumberland County Fairgrounds
It’s Subscription Time....
Cumberland Ctr., Maine 04021
Racing Office (207) 829-3421/3205
► Don’t Miss A Single Issue! | Barn
Area (207) 829-5929
FRYEBURG FAIR
Fryeburg Fairgrounds
For those interested in the Standardbred sport in New England! To facilitate efficiency Fryeburg, Maine 04037
initial subscriptions and renewals will be accepted immediately on a once yearly basis. Main Office (207) 935-3268
Save Over Single Copy Issue! Make Checks Payable To: Northeast Harness News SCARBOROUGH DOWNS

New Address:
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Return to: Jean Emerson, Editor, 256 Boom Rd., Saco, Maine^04072.

horsemen can not afford to send a horse
to the Amish if it bleeds and he can’t
use Lasix. He can either not make any
money with his horse or he can break
the law and use a drug to alleviate the
problem.
In my book, this man is not a
hardened criminal. He is just a man
trying to make a living.
Of course, for those hard core drug
abusers, there is no punishment too
great to inflict. They steal from every
one - the public, the tracks, the horses,
but, most of all. from their fellow
horsemen. Do we really need these
people??
To allow beneficial medications, and
prevent the use of hard drugs is a hotly
debated issue, but thanks to Ester
Lacognata, the Maine Race Com
mission and some dedicated horsemen,
this issue has a good chance of becom 
ing reality.
Sincerely,
Audrey Gerry

H orsem an ’ s D irectory

Old Address:

State:

Letters T o The E d itor
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Rem inder from :
Maine Standardbred Breeders & Owners Assoc.

If you had attended our 2nd or 3rd sale, you could be
the proud owner of one of these colts:
C .A . Miracle
Gaelic Touramano
Butler’s Fancy
Royal Stepper
Glass Cutter

P .B .’s Nickki
The Prince Story
Gaelic E lm er
Bunny R .
Gaelic Nike

Royal Promise
Bravo’s Dream
Sugarstone
Silent 0 .
Winsong Krystal

Steph’s Magic
Trystist
Gaelic Icon
Gaelic Super Pilot
Philena

Congratulations to these colts and their smart owners!
Now, where will you be this Sat., Sept 10, 1988 when we hold our 4th Annual Sale?
If you stay home, not only will you miss 40 great yearlings, and young racing stock,
you’ll miss.....
These great broodmares!
Overnight Stay (in foal to D irect Scooter) S T U D F E E P A ID

Queenly Joy (in foal to Sundance Skipper)
Meryl Sue (in foal to Cavalcade)
PHIC (in foal to Cavalcade)

Pam Ella (in foal to Le Coursier)
Petal Pusher (in foal to Le Coursier)
Lady Etta (in foal to Le Coursier)

Mark your calendar and plan to attend the...

FOURTH ANNUAL MAINE
STANDARDBRED BREEDERS SALE
Septem ber 10, 1988
Scarborough D ow ns P addock
10:00 A .M .

Page 4 — Northeast Harness News, August, 1988

Casey Takes D ow ns D riving L ead
By K.C. JOHNSON
Walter Case, Jr. proved why he is one
of the top drivers in the country during
the month of July at the Downs, as he
turned in a performance rarely seen in
these parts. This erases a 23-win lead
held by Leigh Fitch at the beginning of
the month, and establishes a five-win
lead for Case at month’s end. Through
July 31st, Case held a 168 to 163 win lead
over Fitch in the Downs drivers race,
with Dave Ingraham third at 98.
Case’s statistics for the month were
mind-boggling. He compiled 81 wins,
exceeding Leigh Fitch’s June total of 60
wins by some twenty-one trips to the
winners’ circle. In the twenty-seven
programs in which he drove during the
month, he averaged an amazing three
victories per racing card, which means
that he triumphed in over 20% of the
races in July. For individual programs,
Case had twenty-five nights in which he
had at least two wins; eighteen in which
he had at least three wins, and ten in
which he had at least four wins. The
month was topped off by a six-win night
on July 8.
Lest anyone think that Fitch will roll
over and play dead, however, all one
has to do is rem em ber last year’s
driving race, in which Fitch fell behind
Dave Ingraham in mid-meet and came
storming back in the closing weeks to
win. The Fox has led throughout most
of the meet, and though he slumped
slightly in July, he still posted some 53
wins for the month, m ore than any
driver other than Case. With neither
Case nor Fitch following the Stakes
circuit, the race should go right down

to closing night.
Meanwhile, last year’s prime con
tender, Dave Ingraham, has solidified
his hold on third place while quietly
compiling yet another solid year at the
Downs. Ingraham tallied some 43 wins
during July, after slumping some in late
June. He is on a pace which would bring
him close to his total of 170+ wins taken
last summer, and is driving consistently
and aggressively as always.
Less noticed but still quite interest
ing, is the race for fourth place, in
which Paul Battis, Jim Hardy, John
Nason, Greg Bowden, and Jim Apperti,
Jr. are active participants. AIter arriv
ing late on the scene in May, Battis
jumped into fourth place after a strong
June showing, in which he compiled
some 24 wins. Since he will be following
the Stakes with his two-year-old P .B .’s
Nickki, however, there is room for
improvement for the other drivers, and
Hardy appears the hottest at present, as
the twenty-four-year-old Foxboro resi
dent continues to pick up m ore and
more catch drivers. Bowden, Nason,
and Apperti, with their established
catch-drivers and stables, however, will
provide plenty of competition.
W ith te a m s te rs such as Don
Richards, Kelly Case, Kevin Switzer,
Greg Annaloro, and Roland Mallar all
battling for the tenth spot, it would not
be an exaggeration to say that this is the
finest colony of drivers ever to be
featured at the Seaside Oval, and both
the race for first place and the race for
fourth place should go right down to the
wire.

Northeast Harness News Congratulates....

MICHAEL’S
ALL STAR
(Justin Passing-Columbia Vibes-Most Happy Fella)
For His

Bangor Track Record Of l:56.4h
And His
Maine State Pacing Record Of l:56.3h
Scarborough Downs On 8/6/88

Owned B y: Page & Pat Burnham
Driven B y: Walter Case Jr.
Trained B y: Steve Mancine

H orses T o W atch F o r A ugust
By K.C. JOHNSON

As the downs moves into its final full
month of racing, the “ real E ye” has
once again taken a look through the
recent racing charts to find horses to
look for in August at the Seaside Oval.
In the upper class, Diamond Lead was
qpntainly impressive in sweeping the
Bearcat Series, a horse to watch may
be Doc Pease’s, Bret’s Caliber, who
was quite impressive in the series final
for catch-driver Jim Hardy. Bret’s
Caliber went into a slump after his
upset win in the Memorial Day Classic,
but has shown signs of coming out of it
lately. In the winners-over division,
Bob’s Skipper is now back in the Rick
Lockwood barn, and he returned to his
old form in just his second start back,
pacing away from the lower class of
winners-overs even though parked for
the whole mile. When he’s right, there
isn’t a tougher pacer in Maine.
In slightly lower conditional events,
Lockwood has another entry, Tarquin
Temptation, which has been raising
eyebrows with his quick late moves.
Though consistently hampered by poor
posts, Dave Ingraham has gotten him
home in the top three in all recent
starts, usually against solid competi
tion. Given a break in the draw, this
horse should win easily. Ingraham
driver another horse to watch for tHs
month as well. Sample Star. Reportedly
blessed with 2:00 speed, the three-yearold filly has been erratic, but has been
very impressive in her victories at the
Downs. Joe Moeykens trains. Also in
the medium-conditioned events, Luke
Vamum’s, Jennifer’s Champ appears to
be returning to form after some poor
performances in the early meet. A highpriced claim at Lewiston, the Champ
has made some hidden moves late in the

mile in each of his recent starts, a
signal that this $12,000-plus winner of
last year may be returning to form. In
sligh tly low er con d ition a ls, P .T .
Bamum has easily won both of his
starts for new owners Charles and
Edward George, (although he was
taken down in his first win), and has
won in impressive fashion. A high
claimer at Lewiston last fall, he ob
viously may be regaining some of that
form now.
Robert Shumway’s Take A Hint, who
is recuperating in Maine after several
years on the metropolitan circuit, also
has shown signs of life, improving in
each of three seasonal starts for driver
Walter Case, Jr. This entry earned in
excess of $40,000 last year at Yonkers
and Roosevelt, and was a participant in
the m eet’s second-fastest NW $400 race
a few weeks back when he was edged
by Shady Jack and Jim Hardy. Among
the Breeders’ Stakes horses, none has
been m ore impressive than Steph’s
Story, who has won every Stakes start
in which he has remained flat.
The claiming and trotting ranks are
more sparsely filled with “ Skyview
Specials,” though two Saratoga - ship
pers do stand out. Take A Mark, trained
by George Wentworth, was an im
pressive winner in 2:00.1 in his local
debut, while Ticket Hanover won wire
to wire in 2:01 flat for Dave Ingraham
in his intital Pine Tree State race. Mike
Eaton trains, in the trotting ranks,
Archie Butler is back in familar hands,
and held gamely in ins initial start with
Gary D ’ Alfanso driving. He should be in
cheap for most of the month and is
always a factor in lower-class trots.
Good luck at the races this August!

B angor R eview
By GARDINER PATTERSON
BANGOR, Maine — Bangor Raceway
closed out its 1988 extended light har
ness meet with a whooping $4,441,000
mutual handle for its 48 day trotting and
pacing events which produced a $90,000
nightly average wager giving the
Eastern Maine track its most suc
cessful season in its racing history.
According to the management it was
a combination of perfect weather, the
new lighting system, and top class
horses that gave the racing public an
opportunity to witness the sport at its
best.
A fitting climax to the season was
when Walter Case, Jr. reined Michael’s
All Star to a new Bangor record of
1:56.4, in the $5000 Bass Park invita
tional on the final day of racing. The
four-year-old Justin Passin horse owned
by H. Page and Patricia Burnham,
Scarborough, trained by Steve Mancine
tied the State pacing mark held jointly
by Lewiston Raceway and Scarborough
Downs. Michael’s All Star mark erased
the 1:58.1, set at Bangor last season by
Waltz on Jeff owned and driven by Paul
Battis.
Another highlight of the Bangor meet
was the outstanding five-year-old trot
ter Indianapolis owned by Frank C.
Kelly, Lewiston and trained by young
Derrick Nye, who drove the trotter to

a 2:02.2 record. Indianapolis won all his
starts at Bangor except his last which
went to Kevin Lobell driven by Donnie
Richards.
During the Maine Standardbred
Breeders Stakes there were some
outstanding performers. Among them
the two-year-old trotting filly Chinbro
Rosie owned by Ival “ Bud” Cianchette,
trained and driven by Donnie Richards.
T h is t w o -y e a r -o ld by F ir e b a l l
dominated her division, in the two-yearold colt pacing division P .B .’s Nickki,
owned by Paul and Bonnie Battis was
an outstanding winner in 2:04. Another
top prospect in the stakes was the twoyear-old Winsong Krystle pacing filly
who won twice in the series at Bangor
with Dave Ingraham at the reins. A
strong contender in the three-year-old
pacing filly division was Theola by
Skipper G ene M arx, ow ned by
Roosevelt Susi and trained and driven
by Gordon Cory. Steph’s Story won in
the three-year-old colt division for
Steve Mancine in 2:03 and Bravo Dream
was a top contender in the three-yearold colt trot for Billy Loubier.
The Raceway this season produced
some top sulky contenders in Lie
Penobscot Stake Series and the Bangor
Future Stars Series and the track
turned in some of the fastest miles in
the State.

LEA DI NG B A N G O R R A C E W A Y DRIVERS
Pet Strts 1st 2 n d 3rd UDRS Purse's
Marc M osher
Russell Lanpher Sr
Gerald M ackenzie Jr
Derryl Niles Jr

20.1
18.2
17.0

Valerie G rondin

14.3
17.9

Gary Hall

16.0

229
77
206
77

46
14
35
11

46
15
40
14

27

.352

33,424

11
34

.338
.333
.317

8,517
26,541

112
300

20
48

17
49

13
44

17

.302
.300

12,709
13,767
37,807

Northeast Harness News, August, 1988 — Page 5

W hy N ot Spend F a ll, W inter and Spring A t ....
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♦
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♦
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LEWISTON RACEWAY
• Racing Four Days A Week, October Thru May
• Newly Constructed Cinder Block Barns
Inside Wash Stalls
Infra-Red Heating

*
♦
♦
♦
*
♦
♦
*
*
*
*
*
+

+
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
♦
*
»
♦
*
*
*
♦
*
*
*
*
*
*
♦
*
♦
♦
♦

Exterior-New Barns

Interior-New Barns

• 12 Month Training Facility, January Thru December
• Progressive Purse Structure
• Late Closing Events
* Invitational Events

*
♦

* *

♦
*
*-

*
♦
*
*
*
♦
*
♦
♦
♦
*
♦

N ew England's W inter Racing Capital!!

Lew iston R acew ay
Stall Applications Available By Mail Or At The Racetrack

Race Secretary-Don Knapton
729 Main Street
Lewiston, Maine 04240
(207) 784-6457 Or 783-2204
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U nited T ote G oes International

MOODY
BUILDERS, INC.

Building &
General Contractors

R esiden tial - C om m ercial
O ffering P rim e P rop erty In Southern M aine
Near The Beach

New Sub-Division Recently Approved
Lots For Sale

Moody, Maine

Tel. 207-646-8372

SHEPHERD, Montana (July 25,1988)
— United Tote today announced the sale
of a wagering system to a greyhound
racetrack in Barcelona, Spain, marking
the Company’s first equipment sale
outside North America.
United Tote, a leading supplier of
computerized betting equipment, cur
rently provides totalisator service to
122 parti-mutuel facilities in 27 states of
the United States and 10 provinces of
Canada under long-term service con
tracts.
Canodromo Pabellon, one of two
greyhound racetracks owned by the
Vilar family of Barcelona, purchased
the sell/cash system. The agreement
was signed in Barcelona last week and
installation is expected to begin within
90 days.
“ We are pleased to announce our first
international equipment sale outside of
N o rth A m e r i c a , ”
s a id L lo y d
Shelhamer, United Tote president. “ We
expect the foreign market for high tech
wagering equipment to offer our Com
pany a number of opportunities in the
years ahead.”

Equipment sales, while unpredic
table, have a m ajor impact on earnings
in the quarter in which they occur.
Shelhamer said that revenues from the
Barcelona sale will be reflected in the
company’s fourth quarter.
The majority of United Tote’s re
venues c o m e fro m a lon g -term
totalisator service contracts with pari
mutuel facilities.
The Spain sale, along with the signing
of two harness tracks in Canada, and
another in Maine, has raised to 16 the
number of new customers joining the
United Tote service network this year.
Other recent additions to the Com
pany’s service network included the
California Authority of Racing Fairs
which operates a network of on-track
race meets and satellite wagering
outlets at 14 sites in Northern Cali
fornia.
“ This has been one of the most
productive marketing years in Com
pany history,” Shelhamer said. “ These
gains will have an impact on fiscal 1988,
but the full benefits will be realized in
1989 and beyond.”

RACE
ME
SANDY
On His Two Year Old
Congratulations T o ....

Record Of 2:02 At
Scarborough Downs
And Owners,
Dana & Jean Childs
From

Ernie The Blacksmith Tel. 207-282-3131
'H a ve Shoes W ill Travel”

D iam ond L ead Sw eeps B earcat Series
By K.C. JOHNSON
Diamond Lead (Nevele Leader —
P a tin a ’ s S t a r ), a fo u r -y e a r -o ld
Massachusetts-bred pacer, swept the
three legs of the Bearcat Stakes Pacing
Series at the Downs during the final
three Sundays in July, including the
$14,100 final. Driven by Leigh Fitch, the
Andrew Card-ow ned entry nearly
doubled his seasonal earnings in the
process and stakes a claim to being the
top pacer in the state.
Though he had shown flashes of speed
(including an opening quarter of 27.4
earlier in the m eet), Diamond Lead had
spent most of the early meet mired in
medium conditioned events with Card
driving. On paper, he appeared to have
little chance of taking even one leg in
the series, which included the likes of
Bret’s Caliber, Bay Tudor, Mr. Dow
Jones, and Cammisam Marista. Catchdriver Fitch was not intimidated,
however, and sped to the lead in the
opening leg with an opening quarter of
28.2 and a first half of :58 flat. That was
more than enough to push the co
favorites, Cammisam Marista, and Bay
Tudor, out of contention. Mr. Dow Jones
held for second while Diamond Lead
stopped the teletimer in 1:58.1.
Cammisam Marista drew inside of
Diamond Lead in the second leg,
however, and Fitch was forced to alter
his driving tactics as the Kevin Switzer
— driven entry gained early control
over the sloppy oval. Fitch sat fifth,
pulling out at the three-eighths with a
blistering move that caught the fron
trunner napping. Diamond Lead ex

tended by three lengths over the
backstretch, but needed every inch of
that margin to hold off Cammisam
Marista, who cam e charging back at the
frontrunner in the stretch. The mile was
paced in 2:04.2 over an off track.
The final was essentially over on
draw day, as Diamond Lead drew the
two hole (and ended up leaving from the
one after Super Cav was scratched).

dulled by morning rains, and paced the
first half in 1:00.2. He was challenged
over the backstretch by Jim Hardy and
Bret’s Caliber, but a 29.1 third panel
was enough to stave off the rally. A late
charge by Bay Tudor and Walter Case,
Jr. (who had drawn poor posts in each
leg of the series) proved a tad too late
to catch the winner. By sweeping the
series, owner Card netted a return of

total in what was the richest earlycloser series in Maine history.
In other early-closer action at the
Downs during July, Cool Fortune won
his second series final of the summer
while upsetting One Last Blast and
Laine V. in the $10,000 finals of the
Showplace Stakes pacing series. The
1:59.3 win made Cool Fortune the first
horse of the year to pace three sub-2:00

Fitch grabbed the front end over an oval

$12,100 for the three weeks, an amazing

miles at the Downs.

Diamond Lead captured all legs of the recently completed Bearcat Series • Leigh Fitch drove for owner. A1 Card.

Northeast Harness News, August, 1988 — Page 1

Congratulations t o ....

MY BILL FORWARD

on his exceptional 1st crop of Maine Stakes Performers,
including:
M y Bill Zak
Chinbro M y Sue
Jet Forwood
Winsong Krystal

(pictured)

The following yearlings will sell in the .
MV
JU D Y
M S R O A
Sale at Scarborou gh
D o w n s on
My
Bl11
Forward
out
of
Girl
Friday
l:59.4f.p.2,2:04.1.
by Silent Majority
M .S .B .U .A . s a le at acarDOrougn o o w n s on . only 2nd foal, V . sister to Mr. Crusoe
September 10th. They can be seen prior to sale
a t....
MY BILL CHERYL
MILE FAILTE FARM
Bill Forward out of Fallon by Nero - only 2nd foal.
Bull Run Road
Greene, Maine
Tel. 207-946-5628
Marilyn or Paul Branagan

ALL BRITISH
Mr. Dalrae out of Jinny Forwood by Isle of Wight - full sister
to My Bill Forwood - V sister to French Irish p.2,2:05.3h.
3,2:03.4h.
2

FOR SALE

|

L itchfield H orse F a rm

|

iD H iitw iiaitiH W iH iiaiN ttfiftfiao iiiiB U U N iaiisiiiviiiuo iiiM iiiiiiioiinH fiiiiio iiH ifiiiiiiaiiitu iuiiiam iuiH io iiiiiiM iiiiatiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiH aiiaiiiiiiiiiin aiiiiiiB iiiiiaiiuiiiiiiiiaiiiuiiiiiiiaiiiiM N N iiaaiB iiM icu iQ

A working horse farm for boarding horses with a 7-room |
house, 40x40 barn, 2-car garage, one-acre pond, and 33 ± |
acres, 17 of which are field. Close proximity to Lewiston, |
Augusta, Brunswick, and 1-95. Priced now at $149,900. For |
details or to schedule a showing, call Lin Billings at 729-5581. §

Flaherty
Realty
xm

UN BILLINGS
Broker
Office: 207-729-5581 or 207-865-6642

T & M SULKIES j

New & Used Sulkies And Jog Carts
Refinished Equipment Also For Sale
Refinishing & Repairs

HOME:
(207) 642-3886
(207) 892-5489

Contact: Ronald Foster
P.O. Box 428
Sebago Lake, ME
04075

BUSINESS:
(207) 642-4981

|
s
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Sidelines

Deve Mahar annexed his 2000th win at Fredericton, N.B. recently. Nicknamed
Stevie Wonder” the youthful maritime teamster has averaged 200 wins per year
nee beginning in 1969.
he W.C.S.H.-T.V. one hour show hosted by Bill Green and Bruce Glaser is the
sst viewing of any harness racing to-date. It is titled “ From Foal To Finish”
nd surely deserves an award when the accolades are presented at year’s end.
:amblin Storm a possible for the upcoming President’s Pace at Scarborough
towns recently annexed a new mark of 1:50.1 at the Meadowlands.

f
erry Smith lost a nice two year old Stakes contender in Trusty Andy. Seems
he virus attacked the colt and in a short two hours he was beyond saving.
Valt “ The Wonder” Lafreniere pulled off another of his wonderous feats at the
:nd of the Bangor meet. Seems his horse broke a rein leaving out, whereupon
Valter vaulted from the sulky to the animal’s back and guided him to the paddock,
tvoiding a very likely accident.
ihe Maine Breeders hosted local T.V./Newspaper personnel at a dinner party
it Scarborough Downs recently. A number of harness racing stories have resulted
rom their gesture of hospitality. It pays to advertise!
After attending the recent “ Drug Meetings” sponsored by the Maine Racing
Commission, it appears that they may be moving away from the “ No Medication”
rule to one of “ Controlled Medication.” I wonder if justice has been done in the
existing situation. Perhaps if more $, time and effort were expended we could
meet the needs in the area of continual controversy.
Marc Robinson has signed the lease with Kraft and associates to reopen Foxboro.
It is expected that dates will be assigned in the near future with the track
reopening by Oct. 1st.
Scarborough Downs owner, Joe R icci has expressed an interest in purchasing
the Foxboro track, as his quest for deregulation of racing dates in Maine has
been ignored to date.
Billy Parker Jr. is back at the top of the Driver Standings at Monticello Raceway,
with a U.D.R. of .355. Craig Mosher tops the trainer list.

Journal Tribune representatives, Dick Charles and Bob Shickle attended the
Maine Breeders Media night at Scarborough Downs recently.
rhere were 68 horses sold in Tully’s International Sale on August 5th with a total
if $2,721,000. and an average of $40,000. A large percentage of these quality
trotters went to European interests.
At the Meadowlands the slowest race of the day on August 6th was the second
heat of the Hambo in 1:55.1, the fastest was Jaguar Spur’s 1:50.3 in the U.S.
Pacing Championship.
Condolences to Dr. & Mrs. Buck and Wally Ross on the loss of the good two year
old trotting filly, Katie Copter.
Bill Popfingers’ , Count N Sheep set a two year old track record of 1:57.1 at
Yonkers in July, he will be racing at Blue Bonnets on Aug. 7th. Ray Turner of
New Hampshire grooms this quick son of Bret Hanover.
The Maine Breeders Picnic had a special attraction this year. A program entitled
“ Yearling Selection” was presented by trainer, Gordon Corey and veterinarian,
Douglass Hutchins. Approximately fifty attended the outing at No Name Pond
in Sabbatus.

New Englanders from Pompano were hosted at a reunion at Maidstone Pond in
Vt. by Joe and Pat Hall in July, attending were: Ralph & Signa Buck, Jackie
& Ken Brown, Bill Connor, Murley Starr, Jim & Ellen Harvey, Vic & Nonie Lavin
& family and the Emersons.
Nukes Image p. 2, 1:55.2 owned by Tom Gonsalves and trained by Peter Blood
was a winner in the $50,000 elimination for the Woodrow Wilson and finished
second in the $1.5 million Final on the heels of Kassa Branca in the l:52.3'm ile
on July 29th.
Other top money winners at the Meadowlands on that weekend: Consertina tops
$900,000 Sweetheart in 1:56 — Keyser Lobell in the $600,000 Peter Haughton in
1:58.4 — Conquered Quest in the $500,000 Mistletoe Shalee in 1:52.4.
NAHRMA airs T.V. Special “ Harness in the Heartland” in celebration of recently
instituted National Harness Horse Week on Aug. 14-Madison Sq. Garden Network.
In a division of the Hanover Colt Stakes recently John Hogan drove Timothy
Lobell to a torrid win in 1:54. In another division he came back to win with
Fontaine’s, Big Eyes, in 1:54.3.
Mark Beckwith seems to be winning his share this year at Brandywine. Checked
in with Fella’s Filly - Striking Renvaeh — and Oh So Quiet recently.

foie Standardbred filly All Hartt (Armbro Blaze-Free As A Breeze) owned by
Dick Hartley was used in the demonstration of “ Yearling Selection” at the Maine
Breeders picnic recently.

Former Foxboro teamster, Dave Pinkney Jr. won in 1:57.4 at Brandywine this
past week with former Mass Stakes performer Complete Power owned by Sharlu
Farms.

F oxboro U pdate
Mark Robinson, the form er harness
horse owner and trainer who hopes to
reopen Foxboro Raceway near Boston
for harness racing this fall has signed
a two-year lease with Foxboro As
sociates, owners of the track, and now
plans to apply — perhaps as early as the
latter part of next week — for a license
from the Massachusetts Racing Com
mission.
^R obinson, a building contractor, has
® en surveying repairs needed to put
Foxboro back into operating condition,
and he and his attorney United States
Trotting Association board chairman
Paul Fontaine, came to agreement with
the track owners on Wednesday of this
week.
While that news was exhilarating for
New England harness horsemen, there
were other disheartening developments
fo r
th e m
d u r in g
th e w e e k .
Massachusetts Gov. Michael Dukakis
vetoed a $200,000 appropriation for the
Massachusetts Standardbred Breeders
Program, striking it from the state

budget for the new fiscal year.
The appropriation, which would have
covered a sires stakes program this
summer for Massachusetts-bred har
ness horses, had been funded by law
from a percentage of handle at Foxboro
in past years, but was left unfunded
when Foxboro did not race in 1987.
Jeffrey Brudnick, an owner and
breeder and former suitor of the Fox
boro dates, called the Dukakis veto “ a
tragedy.” “ It’s a loss of moral obliga
tion the state has to all the people who
have bred horses here,” Brudnick said,
adding that “ the state created the
program and encouraged people to
breed here. People invested their
money to do so, knowing there was a
stakes program. The governor has no
compassion for these people. It’s not
our fault Foxboro closed.” Brudnick
said the $200,000 would have kept the
program going until it could fund itself
again from turnover at Robinson’s
proposed Foxboro meeting, which he
hopes to kick off as early as this fall.

A dvanced H arness H orse Cam p
The Harness Horse Youth Foundation
has scheduled this year’s advanced
camp at the Red Mile for October 15 &
16, 1988. The camp begins at 9:00 a.m.
at the Red Mile Grandstand on Saturday
and ends about 2:00 a.m. on Sunday.
Those attending will visit the Red
Mile backstretch and Lexington area
farms. Participants will cover several
topics in detail including training,
b re e d in g , y e a r lin g p r e p a r a tio n ,
pedigrees, and career opportunities
within the industry.
The camp is geared toward those in
the 15-25 age group who have had

previous experience in the sport;
however, all are welcome to attend.
There is a $50.00 registration fee which
covers lunch and dinner on Saturday,
breakfast and lunch on Sunday, and
hotel room on Saturday night.
If you are interested in getting an
intensive view of the sport of harness
racing, w e’re looking forward to seeing
you at Lexington. For more informa
tion, contact the Harness Horse Youth
Foundation at 3386 Snouffer Road, Suite
A, Worthington, OH 43085 or call (614)
764-0231.

M aine Stakes U pdate
By JEAN CHILDS
Pine River Bridge, making her first
start, upset Same Old Dream ir the
good time of 2.03.2 in the fourth week
of Maine Sires Stakes racing at
Scarborough Downs. Gaelic Touromano
found her way to the winner’s circle in
2:04.2 for a first win. Theola continued
her perfect chart making it four in a
row in 2:03.4.
The three year old trotting division
had two new visitors to the winner’s
circle — Flashy Ben, who has been
improving in each start, won his race
while Sugarstone was an impressive
winner in her first start.
Winsong Krystle, the stand-out two
year old filly pacer, kept her chart
showing four straight wins while Lavish

Kathy took the fastest heat in that
division in 2:05.
Chinbro Knoxvel and My Bill Zak won
in 2:07.1 and 2:07.3 respectively on a
night no one would choose to race. The
sodden track was no problem for either
of these two year old colt pacers. It was
“ sloppy.”
Arthur Nason’s Quick Speed just
trotted along in the soup making it two
for two for this two year old trotter.
The three year old pacing colts
showed no surprises with Steph’s Story,
Silvio and Trusty Just Mite taking their
heats as expected.
The Stakes take a week off, complet
ing one-third of the program, and get
into gear for the next go round begin
ning at Topsham August 9th.
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YEARLINGS

FOR

SALE

SO N N E T SPLASH

(Bay FUly)

(Fleet Fury-Sonnet Maria)

This sharp-looking Maine Stakes eligible is by FLEET
FURY, a grey son of SMOG, and out of SONNET MARIA,
also the dam of SUNNY SONNET p. 2:01.1h presently racing
in New York.
A filly of this caliber would be a likely candidate for the
metropolitan area when her juvenile career is completed.
R E A D Y TO S P A R K

(Chestnut Filly)

(Rebel Bret-Fire When Ready)

This mature well developed speciman has the proper
attitude for the youthful Maine Breeders program. Her sire
REBEL BRET is by BRET HANOVER and her dam FIRE
WHEN READY has already produced PRECIOUS FIRE p.
2:01.If.
This exceptional filly is a good prospect for divisional honors
in the class of '88.
P rom ising P edigrees In 1988

From

T H E D U P U IS F A R M
Please Contact:

Lynn-Marie Smith, Manager
Buxton R d. Saco, M e. 04072 Tel. 207-284-4726

THE TRI-FAIR-CLASSICS
FOR 1988
To Be Contested A T
Farmington
Cumberland

EVENT

Fryeburg

§1

THE FR YE B U R G

Pace Four-Year-Olds
Sept. 18 At Farmington
$2,500
Sept. 25 At Cumberland
$2,500
Oct. 4 At Fryeburg (Final) $3,750 Added
Final $5,500 Est.
Nominating F ee $100
No Starting F ee
EVENT #2

Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday

THE CUM BERLAND

Pace Non-Winners $3,500 In 1988
Sept. 19 At Farmington
$1,700
Sept. 27 At Cumberland
$1,700
Oct. 4 At Fryeburg (Final) $2,500 Added
Final $3,500 Est.
Nominating F ee $50
No Starting F ee
EVENT #3

Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday

T H E F A R M IN G T O N

Pace Non-Winners $4,500 Lifetime
(Four Year Olds & Under)
Tuesday Sept. 21 At Farmington
$1,500
Wednesday Sept. 28 At Cumberland
$1,500
Wednesday Oct. 5 At Fryeburg
$2,500
Final $3,500 Est.
Nominating F ee $35
No Starting F ee
Three year old trotting filly, Sugarstone, wins her first lifetime start, in the Maine
Stakes for driver Chet Emerson and owners Doug Hutchins & Marilyn Young.

Entries Close And Eligibility Determined On August
15, 1988. Make Checks Payable To Fryeburg Fair And
Mail To Clayton Smith, Classics Director R.F.D. #2
Box 338, Cumberland, Maine 04021.
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D river P ro file: G reg B ow den
B Y K.C. JOHNSON

New Hampshire's
Sweepstakes
And

Rochester Fair
Proudly Present

THE NEW H AM PSH IRE
SW EEPSTAKES SERIES
F o r P a c e rs T o Be C la im e d F o r $1,200
$15/000 In P u rse s
NO ENTRY FEES
NO DEDUCTIONS
THURSDAY Sept. 15
$1,000 each division
MONDAY Sept. 19
$1,000 each division
FRIDAY Sept. 23
$4,000 Governor's Lady Trophy
FRIDAY Sept. 23 (final)
$6,000 GOVERNOR'S TROPHY
Director of Racing — Frank H. Osgood
Race Secretary, Dan Septetka Tel. (603) 332-6941
C O N D IT IO N S
1. T h e s e e v e n ts a r e s u b je c t to th e ru le s o f th e N e w H a m p s h ir e P a r iM u tu e l C o m m is s io n a n d th e U n ite d S ta te s T r o t t in g A s s o c ia tio n .
2. T h e e ig h t h ig h e s t m o n e y w in n e r s o f th e e lim in a t io n s w ill be e lig ib le
to th e $6,000 f in a l. T w o a ls o e lig ib le s w ill be s e le c te d fr o m th e n e x t
h ig h e s t m o n e y w in n e r s b u t w ill be e lig ib le to s t a r t in th e $4,000 fin a l.
I f a s t a r te r is s c ra tc h e d fr o m th e $6,000 d iv is io n th e a ls o e lig ib le s h a ll
be w it h d r a w n fr o m th e s eco n d d iv is io n a n d a n y a ls o e lig ib le in th e
second d iv is io n s h a ll be m o v e d in his p la c e . In th e e v e n t o f a tie in
a n y o f th e fin a l e v e n ts , th e s ta t e r w ill be d r a w n b y lo t.
3. E a c h e v e n t to be a o n e m ile d a s h .
4. D e c la r a tio n s s h a ll be m a d e b y 9 A .M . M o n d a y , S e p te m b e r 12th.
5. N o s ta b le e n trie s s h a ll be a llo w e d in th e fin a ls . S ta b le e n trie s a r e
a llo w e d p ro v id e d th e r e a r e s u ffic ie n t d iv is io n s to a c c o m m o d a te th e
e n trie s .
6. M a n a g e m e n t re s e rv e s th e r ig h t to c a r r y d iv is io n s to th e n e x t ra c in g
d a y . M a n a g e m e n t a ls o re s e rv e s th e r ig h t to n u m b e r th e d iv is io n s th a t
w ill be c o n te s te d T h u r s d a y , S e p te m b e r 15th .
7. A ll h o rses m u s t m e e t th e q u a lif y in g s ta n d a r d s o f th e m e e t.
8. A ll h o rses e n te r e d m u s t h a v e s ta r te d a t le a s t tw o tim e s in th e ir la s t
th r e e s ta r ts fo r a c la im in g p r ic e o f S I,200 o r les s. M a r e s a llo w e d 2 0 % ,
th r e e a n d fo u r y e a r o ld s 50 a n d 2 5 % . S u b je c t to 72 o v e r n ig h t c o n d itio n
change.
9. H o rs e s th a t h a v e r a c e d fo r less th a n $1,000 c la im in g p r ic e , ( m a r e s
a llo w e d 2 0 % ) m a y be a c c e p te d b y th e r a c e s e c r e t a r y if in his
ju d g e m e n t th e y a r e c o m p e titiv e .
10. H o rs e s c la im e d fr o m th is s e rie s s h a ll be p e r m itte d to s ta r t in
s u b s e q u e n t d a s h e s o f th e s e rie s fo r 2 0% m o r e th a n p r ic e c la im e d fo r.
11. E v e r y h o rs e c la im e d fr o m th is s e rie s s h a ll r a c e in th e in te r e s t an d
a c c o u n t o f th e o w n e r w h o d e c la r e d it in th e f ir s t e v e n t b u t th e tit le
o f th e c la im e d h o rs e s h a ll be v e s te d in th e s u c c e s s fu l c la im a n t fr o m
th e tim e th e w o rd go is g iv e n in th e f ir s t h e a t o r d a s h ( N . H . R u le R A
406-3 S ec. 1 ).
12. H o rs e s th a t a r e a ls o e lig ib le s h a ll be p e r m itte d to s t a r t in a n y d a s h
o f th e s e rie s w h e r e a h o rs e is s c ra tc h e d . H e m a y be w it h d r a w n fr o m
a n y o th e r d a s h he m a y be d e c la r e d to s ta r t.
13. A ll e n trie s s h a ll be d r a w n b y t h e ir p r e fe r e n c e d a te a n d s h a ll be d r a w n
b y lo t d e c id in g th e d iv is io n to be ra c e d in a n d th e a ls o e lig ib le s .
14. A ll ho rse s d e c la r e d to go on S e p te m b e r 15th m u s t c o m p le te th e s e rie s
u n le ss e x c u s e d b y th e P re s id in g J u d g e . A il e n tr ie s w ill b e d e c la r e d
b a c k b y th e R a c e S e c r e ta r y fo r a ll r e m a in in g e v e n ts .
15. E a c h d iv is io n s h a ll r a c e fo r th e a d v e r tis e d p u rs e th a t d a te . P u rs e s
b r e a k d o w n 5 0 /2 5 /1 2 /8 /5 % a ll e v e n ts .
16. W h e n th e f ir s t le g o f th e s e rie s is p r e fe r e n c e d a n d d r a w n no o th e r
e n trie s m a y s t a r t in a n y e v e n t la t e r in th e s e rie s .
17. In o r d e r to g iv e a ll e lig ib le h o rse s a s t a r t in th e s e rie s as m a n y
d iv is io n s as n e c e s s a ry to a c c o m m o d a te th e m w ill be s c h e d u le d a t th e
a d v e rtis e d p u rs e . N o d iv is io n w ill be s c h e d u le d w ith less th a n s ix
s ta r te r s .
18. In th e e v e n t th a t a n in s u ffic ie n t n u m b e r o f e n tr ie s a r e r e c e iv e d to
c o n te s t th is s e rie s th e m a n a g e m e n t re s e rv e s th e r ig h t to e s ta b lis h
a n o th e r s e rie s o f ra c e s o r to r a c e o ne r a c e fo r th e to ta l a m o u n t o f
515,000.

Greg Bowden is first at the wire with Maine Stakes winner J’s Ring Of Fire

On July 10, Bangor Raceway cel
ebrated the success of one of its own,
with “ Greg Bowden Day” at the races.
Though Bowden failed to win a race on
the card, he did admit to “ appreciat
ing” the effort put on for him by
Bangor, and undoubtedly the fans at
Bangor appreciated the effort given
over the years to one of the most
personable and likable members of the
Maine driving colony.
Though Bowden did not win a race on
July 10, winless evenings for him are
not the norm any more, as he has
developed into one of the most consis
tent and reliable drivers in Maine.
Bowden has been involved on the
“ fringes” of the business since he was
very young, when his father purchased
horses with trainer Earl Young.
Bowden grew up idoloizing the driving
style of Leigh Fitch, Freeman Parker,
and Billy Parker, with a particular
admiration for the younger Parker. By
the age of twelve, he was involved in the
business more directly, helping Young
and his father out at the stables
performing chores and occasionally
jogging a horse. A year later, his father
purchased the first horse that he trained
himself, Jimmy Mitch, and at age
thirteen, Bowden’s racing career was
underway.
Bowden received his qualifying
license at the age of fifteen, his
provisional license a year later, and his
A-license the year after that, and after
graduation from high school he had
become a regular on the fair racing
circuit. He began to build his stable and
devote himself more fully to the busi
ness in 1981, when he spent the summer
at Bangor with a small stable of his
own. Racing such horses as Majestic
Glenn, Spring West, and Fiber Glass,
Bowden established himself as one of
the top teamsters at the northern oval,
and he credits the time spent there as
helping to improve both his driving and
training. When he ventured south to
Scarborough the next summer, he
already had a season of entering horses
in proper classes and catch-driving
under his belt.
While at Scarborough, Bowden began
a process which he continues to this
day, and which has brought some of the
top horses in his stable. Parlaying
money he had earned with Spring West
before she was claimed at Topsham,
Bowden purchased, for $2600, Welcome
Sandy. Though this purchase turned out
to not be his best, Bowden continued the
practice, and it has brought horses such
as Happy Touch and Symbolical to his
stable. Bowden is hoping to parlay the
money earned this summer with Sym
bolical into a higher priced purchase
next spring. He credits much of his
improvement as a driver to the driving
colony in the Pine Tree State, noting
that in any given race he could be lining

up against drivers who have a combined
total of 8000 career victories. He notes
that this forced him to “ sharpen up” his
driving skills or be left behind. (This
plethora of good drivers has its down
side, as Bowden readily admits, in the
ability of a driver such as him to get
quality catch-drives.)
Bowden came to the Downs, in part,
to follow his then-girlfriend and nowwife, Tracie, who was clerking with a
Portland law firm in the summer of
1982. He is now a family man, with
differing responsibilities from when he
was single. Bowden observed that he
has tried to cut down on owning shares
of horses, freeing his money for other
requirements. In this, he has been
largely successful — when he first came
to the Downs, he held a share in most
of the horses in his barn, now he co
owns only Symbolical. Raintree’s JR
and Sharp Lee Fred. He admits that the
time constraints inherent in harness
racing are sometimes burdensome, but
also confesses that he is one of the
fortunate for whom “ my hobby is my
vocation.” Even should he be unable to
drive, Bowden says that he would try to
remain in the business in some ca
pacity, probably as a racing official.
The day when Greg Bowden has lost
the ability to drive, however, does not
appear to be anywhere on the
foreseeable horizon. Bowden now races
a sizable stable which includes the likes
of Raintree’s J.R., who sports a
seasonal mark of 2:00.2;, II Superbo, a
recent purchase from Paul Bresciani
which Bowden teamed home in 2:01 and
change, and Symbolical, who recently
reeled off a four-race winning streak at
the Downs. Symbolical is a special
instance, since the win streak occurred
when Bowden was not driving. His first
win occurred that day that Bowden was
at Bangor, and, rather than let his pride
stand in the way of the horse’s success,
Bowden allowed Leigh Fitch and then
Walter Case, Jr. to drive while the
horse compiled two sub-2:00 victories.
Bowden confesses to having the urge
to leave Maine from time to time,
perhaps to try the upstate New Y ork j^
ovals, perhaps Foxboro when it re
opens? If he does decide to leave, the
Pine Tree state would lose one of its top
trainers and the sport would lose one of
its greatest public relations values.
Whether it be in one of his appearances
at the Downs handicapping seminar or
holding up under some bad luck at Greg
Bowden Day, Bowden presents an ap
pearance which is highly favorable to
the sport, and he has impressed both the
new and the seasoned racing fans. As
the 1988 season rolls on, Bowden has
apparently convinced enough owners,
as evidenced by his impressive stable,
and trainers, as evidenced by his 40
wins at the Downs, that he makes a
positive contribution to the sport on the
rar> p tra r«lf a c w a l l

HAMBLETONIAN WEEKEND
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A Pictorial Review

Aime Choquette congratulates Del Miller on his record-breaking mile in the high
wheel sulky behind Keystone Investor on the big weekend.

There was something for everyone, including the kids, as a carnival atmosphere
pervaded at Paddock Park with rides and food specialities enjoyed by all.
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U.V.M. Dexter, a Morgan stallion, post parades for Charles Ross in the $10,000.
John Phillips Memorial before the races at the Meadowlands on Saturday.

Trottingbreds (pacing ponies) were showcased in a non-betting event between
■races shown in this view from the Press Room on Hambo Day

Shiaway St. Pat, Meadowlands mascot, was on display in his outdoor paddock
during the Hambletonian weekend.

Lover Lobell and her"filly By Bonefish brought a high bid of $240,000 at the
International Trotting Sale on Friday, Aug. 5th at the Meadowlands paddock.
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Sadness R eigns

HARNES
f

A t R oosevelt
One harness racing era ended and
another began last week when the
management of Roosevelt Raceway,
which pioneered modern night harness
racing in 1940 and has presented some
of its brightest chapters for almost half
a century, announced they were closing
the track. Like Liberty Bell Park in
Philadelphia, which bowed out three
years ago, Roosevelt reached the point
where the ascending line of real estate
value reached and crossed the descend
ing line of business, and the reality of
continued losses dictated the move to
end racing operations.
Although they had threatened re
peatedly to do so, the owners’ action
struck many in the sport like a tidal
wave or tornado, particularly since
needed tax relief from the state of New
York had been approved by Gov. Mario
Cuomo. It was not enough to save the
day.
In the wake of the closing, Yonkers
R a ce w a y g e n e ra l m a n a g er Bob
Galterio announced that “ it is our
intention to keep the continuity of
downstate New York harness racing by
applying for these dates,” thus opening
the way for year-round racing at
Yonkers, which form erly split the
calendar with Roosevelt on a six-month
basis.
Yonkers president Tim Rooney also
announced that his track was negotiat
ing with Roosevelt and the New York
State Racing and Wagering Board “ for
the transfer of most, if not all. of the
Roosevelt stakes schedule,” including
the Roosevelt International Trot on
August 20 and the Messenger Stakes
October 8. The Messenger is the third
leg in the Triple Crown of pacing, and
Yonkers already presents one leg of
that crown in the Cane Pace. ..
Yonkers plans to change its race
schedule, currently seven nights of
racing each week plus a Tuesday
matinee (when New York runners are
dark) to an August schedule of six
nights a week, Mondays thru Saturdays,
with matinees continuing on Tuesdays.
Then, from September thru the re
mainder of the year, the track would
race five nights a week, Tuesdays thru
Saturdays, with no Tuesday matinees.

ACKS

Rooney and Galterio also announced
an immediate $1 million capital im
provement program incorporating new
clubhouse and grandstand entrances
and extensive renovation of the track’s
unique d ou b le-d eck P a rk od rom e.
clubhouse entrance will bear the same
decor and ambience, and a Sports
Theater offering up to six sports a night,
as well as harness action, will be built
on the third floor of the clubhouse.
Roosevelt’s present owners — a
limited partnership that includes board
chairman (and HTA director) Barry
G oldstein, president and general
manager (and former HTA president)
Bill Hopkins and Charles Evans —
bought the 174-acre complex from Gulf
and Western four years ago for $51.5
million, with the help of a $56.5 million
bond issue from the town of Hempstead
which provided $5 million in working
capital and closing costs. The bonds
must be repaid before Roosevelt can be
sold or developed, but Newsday, the
island’s m ajor newspaper, quoted
Howard Jackson, identified as “ one of
Long Island’s leading appraisers,” as
saying the track property “ is worth a
fortune. It has enormous potential. It’s
worth at minimum $150 million to $20Qi
million.”
Joseph Faraldo, president of the
Standardbred Owners Ass^iation of
New York, which has maintained a
swords-point, confrontational rela
tionship with Roosevelt thru the tenure
Yonkers in recent years has spent
millions on its clubhouse interior, de
corated in turn-of-the-century motif
that makes it one of the most unusual
— and most attractive — in American
racing. Under the new program the
of the current regime, imputed blame
for the closing on management, but
Robert E. Mulcahy
president and
CEO of the New Jersey Sports and
Exposition Authority and president of
HTA, saw the issue differently, issuing
the following statement:
“ The closing of Roosevelt Raceway is
a giant loss to harness racing, both in
fact and in public perception.”
“ The track employed hundreds, was
the racing home of thousands of horses

in,

AMERICA, INC.

and horsemen, and gave the sport not
only its start in the modern era but
some of its most memorable moments
and significant history. Because it did,
and because Roosevelt was perceived in
its earlier days both here and abroad as
the world capital of harness racing, its
closing has sent shock waves wherever
harness horses race. Many ask how and
why this could happen.
“ It is easy enough to blame OTB or
the lottery or the Meadowlands or
management itself, as has been done.
But Roosevelt Raceway did not die of
a single cancer, internal or external, or
even just a few. It fell victim to a
combination of massive complications,
most beyond its control, and tremen
dous change, change in the way people
live and entertain themselves and in the
options and alternatives they have
available.
“ The sickness was complex. It in
cluded apathetic fans and legislators,
restrictive regulation, an adversarial
local press and horsemen, and its own
financial inability to make needed
changes and improvements.
“ There are lessons to be learned in its
passing. One is the role of media in
keeping a race track viable, and the
importance and necessity of maintain
ing good media relations. Roosevelt and
its own major area newspaper hardly
spoke, and the paper largely ignored
coverage of the daily racing, although
Roosevelt was one of the area’s major
sports attractions, employers and con
tributors to the local economy. That
fact will become painfully apparent to
Long Island in the months ahead.
“ Another lesson is relations with
horsemen. Roosevelt’s horsemen, ap
parently convinced their role and in
terest was to keep pressure on the
track, did so at every turn, despite the
repeated assertions of management
that they were nearing the limits of
financial endurance and their an
nounced intentions of closing the track
unless substantial relief was forthcom
ing.
“ Harness racing will go on and can
flourish, but to do so it will have to
adapt to all of the challenges that
brought down Roosevelt. It will have to

be innovative and receptive to new
means of wagering and new technology,
and learn to work within new bound
aries and with new partners, both thocH
chosen and those thrust upon it; it will
have to spend money to upgrade plants
and stay competitive with its competi
tion; it will have to continue to expand
its efforts to educate new fans and win
new friends in m edia; it will have to tell
its story more effectively to legislators
to gain their understanding; and in all
of this it will need the full and
w holeh earted coop e ra tio n of its
partners, the horsemen and the state.
“ The loss of Roosevelt Raceway is
grievous, but it is not doomsday. It is
a challenge to those tracks that remain
and to the sport as a whole, and like all
challenges it can result in greater
strength for those who need the
lessons.”
As Track Topics goes to press Newsday reports that a group of Japanese
businessmen have notified Hempstead
and Nassau county officials that they
are submitting a formal proposal this
week to purchase Roosevelt and operate
it as a race track.
Hempstead county executive Thomas
Gulotta, meanwhile, has scheduled a
Monday meeting with Hempstead’s
p re s id in g s u p e rv is o r, R o o s e v e lt
R acew ay execu tives, track union
representatives and the SOA to discuss
ways of keeping the track open under
Roosevelt’s management. Roosevelt’s
officials indicated at last week’s press
conference, however, that they did not
intend to continue operating the race
track. Roosevelt attorney Jeffrey
Forchelli, responding to SOA state
ments that SOA had lobbied four years
ago for restrictions on the bonds which
would have guaranteed use of the
property for harness racing, said the
bonds themselves did exactly that, and
that additional restrictions would have
diminished the security of the bonds and
made them unsaleable. Forchelli said,
“ The bonds provided for the operation
of the trade so long as the operation of
the track is viable. When the operation
of the track is no longer viable, then the
bonds have to be paid o ff.”

N E W E N G L A N D S U L K Y C H A M P IO N SH IP
Mare Registration

Mares Name:

Due: Sept. 15

Fee: $15.00

Stallion Bred To:

_ j

Owner-Addresg-Phone

REQUIREMENTS:
• Mare must be registered year of breeding.
• Mare must be bred to a registered New England Sulky Championship Stallion.
• Stallion must also be registered with the N.H.-VT.-Mass or Me. Sire Stakes.

Make checks payable to: N.E.S.C.

c/o Robert Ferland Box 799 Berwick, Maine 03901
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FOURTH ANNUAL SALE
1:00 p.m.

August 28, 1988

YOUNG MEADOW FARM
Featuring Y earlin gs

By

C H A R O S S K IP P E R p .5 ,1 :55.2
C O P T E R L O B E L L 2 ,2 :0 1 .2 ; 3 ,T 1 :5 7 .4
and
The

F irst Crop

Of

M O N E Y S U P P L Y p .3 ,1 :54.3

Also Yearlings By
FLAK BAIT, TYLER S BROTHER, INCREDIBLE NEVELE,
CUCKOO CLOCK & CAVALCADE
This is an excellent crop of yearlings with many first foals from mares with
exceptional maternal families, including a full brother to
YOUNG LANCER And YOUNG SUPERSTAR
Mares In Foal To MONEY SUPPLY, COPTER LOBELL & CHARO’S SKIPPER
Plus consignments from many other breeders!

Auctioneers: Larry Martin Associates
Young Meadow Farm... welcomes racing back to Foxboro, Mass.

Breeders Please Note:

ROYAL STALLION STAKE District 1 Finals
August 28, 1988 Young Meadow Farm Starting
At 11:00 A.M.
Sale Immediately Following Race!
FARM MANAGER: Daniel Gaines

OWNERS: William And Mary Young

YOUNG MEADOW FARM, INC.
I ll N. Maple Street, Hadley, Mass. 01035
Phone: (413) 549-3900
Member-Massachusetts Standardbred
Breeders And Owners Association
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Looking Back .... A lix W inger
By ROBERT LOWELL
Recent talk of reviving harness rac
ing at Foxboro stirs a feedtub full of
nostalgia. Since its beginnings in the
1940’s, some of racing’s best graced
Foxboro.
In 1947, Joe O’Brien passed through
founder Paul Bowser’s track gates as a
leading driver on his way to immortali
ty in the Hall of Fame. In the 1950’s,
racing’s big man, Frank Safford cam 
paigned extensively at Foxboro over
several seasons.
In the 1960’s a new name to New
England fans established himself as a
premier reinsman. No Hall of Fame
and largely forgotten now by the racing
public, Alix Winger was as talented as
any contemporary.
Born in Glencoe, Ontario, Winger’s
harness career got off the ground
following his graduation from high
school in 1934. He got a good, fundamen
tal education in racing as a second
trainer for John Chapman’s father,
Cliff.
Charlie Hill, now a blacksmith in
Maine, raced with Winger in the mid
1950’s at Vernon Downs. Hill recalls,
“ Chapman adopted him .” He adds,
“ Winger grew up in a blacksmith shop
and he could hang one up better than
any man I ever saw.”
Winger drove his first race in Toronto
in 1938 when he was seventeen years
old. His first win cam e in 1939 with Jane
Axworthy in 2:073/4. That year John

Chapm an was elev en and B illy
Haughton was rubbing horses for Vic
Fleming. World War Two brought
Winger’s driving career to a sudden
halt. He served with the Fourth
Armored Canadian Division, as a
sargent until 1945.
Over the years, Winger trained some
of the top private stables nationally.
There was the Poplar Hill Stable of
Illinois for whom he won the American
Pacing Classic with Poplar Del. He
started twice in The Little Brown Jug.
In 1952, he handled Poplar Dell and in
1953 Poplar Glen in the classic.
Later in the 1950’s, he had the Sturdy
Dog Food Stable in New York and Hill
says that Winger had “ the best.”
Twenty years ago, he trained and drove
the Sawmill River Farm and Bull Mill
Stable from Massachusetts. With the
latter organization, he raced some of
the elite.
Their stock included Sykes Hanover
and Square Deal, a full brother to the
great trotting mare, Elaine Rodney.
Square Deal was the dominant New
England trotter of his era.
Believe Me, He Could Drive

Equally gifted with the trotters or
pacers, Winger was the kingpin of the
drivers in New England. Bob Pearson
of Kennebunkport was training at
Vernon thirty years ago and recalls this
incident. Pearson was training a horse
named Big Cannon and asked Winger to

H all O f,F a m e N ew s
COLUMBUS, OH (USTA) - Stanley
F. Bergstein, Ernest B. Morris and
K.D. Owen were enshrined in the
Harness Racing Hall of Fame in cer
emonies at Goshen, NY, Sunday, July 3.
At the same time, Clyde Hirt, Robert
Zellner and Thomas Shehan were in
ducted into the Writers’ Corner of the
Hall. All were elected to this, the
sport’s most prestigious honor, by
members of the U.S. Harness Writers
Association.
Bergstein, executive vice-president
of Harness Tracks of America, is one of
the most widely-known figures in the
sport. Morris has been active in the
sport for nearly a half-century as a
breeder, owner and USTA counsel.

Owen has bred many top performers,
including 1967 Hambletonian winner
Speedy Streak.
Hirt, e x ecu tiv e colu m n ist and
editorial director of S p o r t s E y e , was
also recently selected as president of
the Harness W riters A ssociation.
Zellner was among the founders of the
Harness Writers Association more than
forty years ago, and was a charter
member of the N e w s d a y staff when
that honored newspaper was founded in
1940. Shehan, who has written for
papers in Boston, New York, Miami and
Chicago, keeps active by writing for
racing trade publications and serves as
a USTA director, representing New
England.

drive. He says Winger won with that
horse and paid $18 and the horse’s
owner told Pearson it was the best night
he ever had in racing.
Pearson assesses Winger’s ability,
“ One of the greatest catch drivers in
the country. Believe me, he could drive!
He was as good, if not better, than Billy
Haughton.”
Don Richards, who won a series
several years ago at Bangor with a New
York-owned horse that Winger sent
him, agrees, “ Billy Haughton told me
that Winger could drive a horse as good
as any man in the country.”
Former New England driver A1
Langille, who is now racing at Saratoga,
told the Northeast Harness the same
thing.
Ron Stratton, who now operates a
horse equipment business, served a
stint as Winger’s second trainer. He
tells us that Winger was the leading
driver and trainer the first year Pom
pano Park opened.
Stratton says, “ Winger was a natural
athlete, played hockey in school and
was a good golfer.” In school he was a
letter winner in both baseball and
hockey. Any kid from Canada with a
name like Winger would have to be
great in hockey.
Another former second trainer, Greg
Libby, who’s training at Scarboro, will
attest to Winger’s great catch driving
ability. He cites that many of the top
horsemen nationally used Winger’s
services when racing in New England.
One especially that comes to Libby’s
recollection was Jazzy Hanover, a
trotting mare trained by Jimmy Cruise.
Winger set a new Rockingham track
mark with her.
The Australian pacer Great Credit is
also remembered by Libby. A big strong
horse, he was trained by Haughton and
competed in the 1965 Atlantic Seaboard
Series which had legs at Foxboro,
Rockingham, and Suffolk Downs.
Winger drove the horse on numerous
occasions and Libby says Haughton told
him he went better for Winger.
For Haughton, Winger also catchdrove the great pacer Rum Customer
winning in 1:58. Some of the other top
drives included Sweet Swinger and
Mighty Tar Heel.
Winger recorded 19 two minute miles
in a day when some of the best never
rode that fast. He had great hands and
no set pattern of driving the race and
he didn’t make excuses when he was
defeated.
One night at Foxboro, he was catch
driving a filly in a Harness Tracks of
America pace. The field included a host
of the nation’s top fillies and the one
Winger drove was beaten. Back in the
paddock following the race, he dis
mounted, handed the reins to the
caretaker and said something to the
effect of — “ you got a bad drive
tonight.”
The late Mel Beckwith told a Winger
anecdote several years ago in the
knockers stand at Lewiston. It seems

AL WINGER
they were racing at Rock and Mel was
in with Winger. Going down to the
quarter, Winger was parked out and
hoping to find a hole, but Mel admitted
he teamed his horse to keep Winger on
the rim. When the field swung into the
lane and headed for home, Mel had a ton
of horse, but couldn’t shake loose
because Winger was still sitting there.
Following the race, Winger merely
pointed out that racing was a strange
business — “ some guys don’t get in, and
some guys don’t get out.”
Winger walked with the tell-tale
“ game leg” of veteran harness driver.
Libby recalls that Winger had been
severly injured in a spill at Suffolk
Downs when a front hobble hanger
broke. From that time forward, Winger
insisted on the knee boot fork to be
fastened on the outside of the hobble as
a precautionary measure.
Richards remembers Winger as a
gentleman and Pearson adds that
Winger had a charming personality.
The first time I remember seeing A1
Winger was at Montreal’s Richilieu
Park in 1963. Richilieu was nicknamed
the Yonkers of the North. Winger was
42 and had a power-packed stable with
stars named Telepace, and Captain
Bob. At that time, there was a young
fellow just 23 years old who was
starting to receive national attention.
His name was Herve Filion.
Winger was the leading driver at Bay
State Raceway (Foxboro) in 1962,
Vernon Downs in 1957 and 1958 and
Rockingham in 1963, 1964 and 1965 and
compiled 1133 lifetime victories.
Foxboro may come back, but the old
days can not return. Dante said ... T
think this day shall not dawn again.”

B e W is e .... Advertise In New England’s

Foremost Standardbred Periodical

Personal Service To:
Sales Companies
Auto & Truck Dealers
industry Organizations
The Writer’ s Corner Hall of Fam e placque was presented in ceremonies at Goshen
recently by Bruce Stearns to Tom Shehan, who is accompanied by wife Peggy.

Stallion Owners
Racing Stables
Breeding Farms
Race Tracks

Farriers
Feed Companies
Equipment Dealers

Call Today! 207-282-9295
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Mixed Sale
at the
Meadowlands
Saturday, August 27th & Sunday, August 28th

Featuring 330 head, including 250 race horses ... 9 0 % of which
are currently racing - plus 65 broodm ares!

i

Reserve Your Copy Today By Calling:
914-796-2420

V<

iWTULLiGARDENSTATE STANDARDBREDSALES CO.
ATTHE MEADOWLANDS
THEWORLD’S GREATESTMARKETPLACE
I
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The Tradition ... The P restige ...
The E xcitem en t ...

of

THE $60,000 PRESIDENT’S PACE

Sunday, Septem ber 4th

and

THE $30,000 LEGISLATOR TROT
Sunday, August 28th

New England’s most prestigous and richest races!
America’s best pacers and trotters battle over Maine’s fastest oval!

SCARBOROUGH

DOWNS

“ A Cut A bove The B e s t!”

Make Downs Club Dining Reservations Early ... Call (207) 883-3022 Between 3-5 p.m.

